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AWARENESS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN 

POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS 
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The present study focused on awareness of climate change in postgraduate students. The investigators 

used the normaOve survey method for the study. The sample consisted of J 00 postgraduate students of 
Bharathiar University, Tamil Nadu. Simple random sampling technique was used for the selection of sample. 

The investigators adopted the tool namely Climate Change constructed and validated by Lorraine Whitmarsh 
(2003) to assess the postgraduate students' awareness of Climate Change. The collected data were analysed 
by applying descriptive and inferential statistical techniques. The major findings of the study revealed that 

the postgraduate students in Bharathiar University have high awareness of climate change. 
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INTRODUCTION

nt schools. It TI1e growing problems of climate change are becoming 
t opportunit) high by threatening to sustainable economic development 
orkshop tc and the totality of human existence (Adejuwon, 2004 ). It r�remm

b
_e_ :al leads to loss of polar ice caps, rising of sea level, failure oft1ve a 1 .. es . monsoon etc which are very severe problems m the 21 st 

century. Unless we undertake immediate solutions for these 
problems climate change will be a great threat to the entire 

t infl ..,nee human society. Hence, there is an urgent need to create 
· eveme..it �l awareness of climate change among students who will take
feels that tllli the message to future generations. Awareness of climate
ers. Teacher. change is manifested through fanuliarity with, perception
ld be g�od a

I about, and intuitive knowledge about climatic events. The
tionshiP5

· • d d . ulation awareness of climate change helps to understan an 
e stun address the impact of global wanning, encourage change 

in their awareness and behaviour and adopt the climate 
. no change related trends.�ducatzo 
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hing 
flous NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OFTHE STUDY 

f/1 Climate change is one of the major problems due to
(1�97)

]'le' env�onmental degradation. It harms human and all living
ction- species, both directly and indirectly, in a variety of important 
a. 108 ways. Direct effects can include earth system change,
Psych� 

0
�1 including rising temperatures, increasing climate variability, 

nternatt increased rainfall and snowfall in some areas and drought
datiOlin others, and high frequent severe weather events, all of

oun . oriS· which have considerable potential to affect human health.
ucati chogUnderstanding the views, awareness, and beliefs on
l psY 

climate change will be very instrumental in the climate 
adaptation and mitigation process (Leiserowitz., Maibac� 
and Roser-Renouf, 2009; Shame and Marx, 2009). So, 
there is an urgent need to sensitize the students regarding 
global warming and climate change. 

This study was designed to assess the level of climate 
change awareness among postgraduate students. The 
findings of this study will not only aid in understandings 
postgraduate students' knowledge of climate change, but 
also inform climate change policy planning in India. This 
study will provide a framework for future research on 
climate change education as an important tool for 
awareness creation. Furthermore, limited studies have been 
conducted on climate change in India. To the best of the 
researchers' knowledge, there have been only a fe-.. 
studies of this nature undertaken in India; hence the study 
filled this perceived gap. Since the researchers have 
concern towards environment they want to understand 
the level of the students' awareness of climate hange. 
Hence the researchers have chosen the title 'Awareness ' 
of Climate Change in Postgraduate Students" for the 
present study. 
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